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Methodist University Hospital Transplant 
Institute is proud to offer another option for 
patients needing a liver transplant. Due to 
the shortage of available organs, considering 
live liver donation may be the right choice 
for you. For patients with a low MELD score, 
access to organs may involve a long wait 
on the waiting list. During this wait, you may 
experience symptoms that impact your 
quality of life.  

Live donor liver transplantation may be a 
treatment option if you have a low MELD score 
and are experiencing significant side effects of 
your liver disease.

WHAT IS LIVE DONOR LIVER 
TRANSPLANTATION?
The liver is a remarkable organ due to its 
unique ability to regenerate.  The recipient’s 
entire liver is surgically removed and replaced 
by a portion of the donor’s healthy liver.  
Overtime, both the donor’s liver and the 
recipient’s liver will grow to become fully-
formed organs.  Friends, family members, or 
in some cases, an anonymous donor can give 
a portion of their healthy liver.

BENEFITS OF LIVE DONOR 
LIVER TRANSPLANTATION
 • Reduced wait time for transplantation

 • Operations can be scheduled at a 
  convenient time for both the donor and 
  the recipient

 • Allows transplantation to be scheduled
  before the onset of serious illness that 
  may occur while waiting for an organ

 • The liver regenerates to full size in both
  the donor and the recipient

WHO IS A CANDIDATE FOR
LIVE LIVER DONATION?
 • Healthy individuals between the ages of 
  18-60 

 • An individual whose blood type is 
  compatible with the recipient’s

 • A live donor must have a normal weight 
  to promote healthy healing after surgery

A potential donor will meet with a surgeon 
and a transplant hepatologist. The donor will 
also meet with our qualified multidisciplinary 
team including a social worker, financial case 
manager and an independent living donor 
advocate. 

A thorough medical evaluation will be 
completed with diagnostic testing. The donor 
may also be required to have a colonoscopy, 
pap smear and mammogram depending on 
age and gender. Our multidisciplinary team 
will review all test results to determine donor 
eligibility.  If approved, a surgery date can be 
scheduled for transplantation.

To learn more about live liver donation or 
to speak with our living donor coordinator, 
please call 901.516.9183.

“I couldn’t stand 
seeing her get 

worse. So, I 
volunteered to 

give her a portion 
of my liver as a 
living donor.”

- Keith

Keith donated 65% of his liver to his sister, Amy.  Because 
of the Methodist University Hospital Transplant Institute, 

Keith and Amy were able to choose the life-saving option of 
receiving an organ sooner from a living donor.


