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M rs. Lang came to Memphis from New Orleans 
almost four years ago. While the closest members 

of her family live more than 400 hundred miles away, 
within hours of being admitted to Methodist University 
Hospital, the 78-year-old, Hurricane Katrina refugee had 
a visitor – Jean Evans from Methodist Le Bonheur 
Healthcare.

Evans is a navigator with the 
Congregational Health Network 
(CHN), an innovative program 
designed to build a special bond 
between Methodist Le Bonheur 
Healthcare and patients by partner-
ing with area churches. The CHN 
promotes wellness and disease 
prevention, while also easing the 
transition from home to hospital and 
hospital to home or another facility. 
Navigators like Evans assist pastors 
and specially-appointed congrega-
tional liaisons during a member’s 
hospital stay.

Mrs. Lang’s congregation, 
Tabernacle of Praise Missionary 
Baptist Church, joined the CHN three 
years ago and Reverend Derrick 
Davis, the church’s senior pastor, says 
being a member has been a blessing. 
“For me personally it’s been a huge help. 
I can only be one place at one time,” 
says Davis. “The Congregational Health 
Network is like having a partner in the 
hospital who’s there with your church 
member.”

Evans kept in regular contact with her 
family to update them on her condition 
and progress. She made sure Mrs. Lang’s 
rent was paid on time by working with a 
neighbor from her apartment community, 
and Evans stayed in close contact with 
Rev. Davis to let him know how his church 
member was doing. When it was time for 
Mrs. Lang to be discharged, Evans worked to ensure she continued to have 
regular visits from her church family.

However, Evans says the most important and meaningful service she 
provided was companionship. “Sometimes the best help I can give is to just 
listen, or to sit there and hold their hand to let them know they’re not alone 
and that someone cares. I see the difference the Congregational Health 
Network makes in our patients’ and their families’ lives. Many of our patients, 
especially ones who don’t have family here or don’t have many visitors, tell 

me that they know the sound of my footsteps and look 
forward to hearing them every day. “

As Rev. Davis explains, “Methodist provides an in-
valuable service to the entire community through the 
Congregational Health Network. I know our church 
members are receiving more than excellent medical 

care. They’re also blessed to be receiving that 
daily dose of comfort and compassion 

that everyone needs. It’s an incredible 
sense of relief and comfort for our 

congregants, their families and for 
me to know that at Methodist, our 
church members are truly cared 
for in every sense of the word.”

Evans still follows up with Mrs. 
Lang to see how she’s doing 
now that she’s back at home. 
“We continue caring after the 
patient leaves,” says Evans. 
“Actually, we’re committed to 
showing the community that 
we care before they ever come 
to Methodist.”

As a navigator, Evans makes 
regular visits to the churches 
she’s assigned, attending wor-
ship services and Bible study 
groups and also coordinating 
educational health workshops 
and classes for congregation 

members.
“It’s all about building relationships,” 

says Evans. “Being part of Methodist 
and the Congregational Health 
Network is the most rewarding thing 
I’ve ever done. I know I’m part of one 

of the most giving organizations in Memphis.”
Some 140 congregations throughout the city are part of the Congregational 

Health Network.
“We truly believe we can make a difference in the overall health and well-

ness of the community,” said Gary Gunderson, D.Min., M.Div., senior vice 
president of Health and Welfare Ministries, MLH. “This concept is impor-
tant for all parts of the city that we serve and from all economic situations. 
Everyone needs people who care in their lives.”

“The Congregational Health Network is like having a 
partner in the hospital who’s there with your church 
member every day.”
—Reverend Derrick Davis

For more than 30 years, Methodist Foundation board member 
Kirk Bobo has been involved with various community organiza-

tions focused on improving Memphis. Two years ago, during a Methodist 
Healthcare Foundation board meeting, he was seated next to Gary 
Gunderson, MLH senior vice president of Health and Welfare 
Ministries. He had heard of Gunderson’s work and Methodist’s plans 
for a Center of Excellence in Faith and Health, but wanted to learn 
more. After a few discussions, Bobo realized the signifi cance of the 
Center of Excellence and the benefi t it would have on Memphis and its 
citizens. That awareness led him to agree to chair the campaign to raise 
funds to build the Center of Excellence in Faith and Health.

“The potential impact the Center of Excellence in Faith and Health can 
make in the community and the opportunity for transformational change 
in people’s lives is incredible,” says Bobo. “It’s a great idea but there’s 
never a shortage of great ideas. The thing that differentiates this concept 
from all the others and makes it an achievable reality is Methodist’s 
involvement and sponsorship.”

The vision for the Center is grounded in the principle that congregations 
can play a signifi cant role in healthcare when they are strategic partners 

on their members’ health journeys. Utilizing a team of professionals from 
both inside the hospital and outside the hospital walls, Methodist is ex-
ploring how the faith community can work in concert with the healthcare 
system to care for patients and families.

Bobo says the fi rst goal is to continue raising funds to construct the 
8,000 square foot Center of Excellence in Faith and Health at Methodist 
University Hospital. “Construction of the physical space is a critical step. 
It brings centralized visibility to the program. The Center will be connect-
ed to the lobby and will transform the healthcare experience for patients 
and families as soon as they enter Methodist’s doors.”

“I think the Center of Excellence in Faith and Health has a huge oppor-
tunity to be a catalyst for systemic change in our community,” says Bobo. 
“The care a person receives from his congregation or his healthcare 
facility has the potential to impact everyone in that person’s life. Methodist 
has the vision to see the ripple effect the Center can have on our com-
munity and I’m excited to be a part of the reaction.”

Kirk Bobo is a founding principal of the architectural fi rm, Hnedak Bobo 
Group.

Kirk Bobo volunteers his time and talents for Methodist

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare Congregational Health 
Network builds bonds beyond hospital walls

CHN navigator and pastor: Reverend Derrick Davis, senior pastor of 
Tabernacle of Praise Missionary Baptist Church and Jean Evans, navigator 
with Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare’s Congregational Health Network.
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The Foundation Focus is printed two times 
per year. If you would prefer to receive the 
newsletter via email, please contact  
Lori Dale at 901-516-0505.

Donations make our work possible. Thank you.
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Prize-winning playwright’s 
Wit to benefit Methodist 
Hospice Residence

Pulitzer prize-winning playwright 
Margaret Edson will discuss her play 

Wit and participate in a dramatic reading on 
Saturday, April 18 at 7 p.m. at Hutchison 
School’s Wiener Theater, 1740 Ridgeway 
Road. The event is sponsored by Methodist 
Healthcare Foundation and benefits the 
construction of the Methodist Hospice 
Residence.

Edson was inspired to write Wit, a play 
about a literary scholar diagnosed with 
terminal ovarian cancer, while working in the 
cancer ward of a research hospital. Here 
she witnessed the dilemmas that face both 
the patient and the patient’s medical team 
in dealing with acute disease, the applica-
tion of radical medical treatment, and the 
effects of these treatments on the patient’s 
life, as well as the constant awareness of 
the possibility of imminent death. The main 
character in Edson’s play has ovarian cancer, 
a type of cancer that, if it is not caught in the 
initial stages, few women survive. In order for 
research doctors to find a cure, they must 
experiment with different kinds of drug treat-
ments. Edson’s play looks at the ethics behind and the consequences to the patient.

Although the topic sounds grim, Edson says the play is about love and knowledge, grace and redemption. She 
uses the word “wit” not so much to convey a sense of comedy (although there are several moments of intelligent 
humor) but rather to reflect the natural ability to perceive and understand. 

The play is about death and dying, but what has impressed audiences is the lesson the play presents for the living. 
The London Times called it “moving, funny and wise about the limitations of the intellect and the value of the heart.” 
Wit has been produced all over America as well as in international theaters.

Margaret Edson currently lives in Atlanta, Georgia where she is an elementary school teacher. While in Memphis, 
she will also participate in a faith, health and the arts conference.

Admission to the event is a $10 donation to Methodist Hospice Residence.
For reservations or more information, call Methodist Healthcare Foundation  
at (901) 516-0500.

Methodist lands great location for Hospice 
Residence thanks to local developer
A lmost two years ago, real estate developer Walter Wills read an article in the newspaper about Methodist Le 

Bonheur Healthcare’s plans to build a residential hospice. A few days later, Sally Aldrich, administrator and 
chief nursing officer of Methodist Hospice and Palliative Services, received a call from Wills. He owned some 
property in East Memphis that he thought would make an excellent site for the future hospice residence and he was 
interested in donating it to Methodist.

“The Hospice Residence will make it possible for us to provide a place where patients can embrace life to the 
fullest and have the dignity they deserve during their final stage of life,” says Aldrich. “Walter Wills’ generous gift has 
allowed Methodist to begin making this much needed resource a reality for the Mid-South patients and families we 

care for every day.”
Today, plans for the 30-bed 

freestanding Methodist Hospice 
Residence to be built on six acres 
on Quince Road between Messick 
and Kirby, are well under way, and 
a 2010 opening is scheduled. The 
land on which the future Hospice 
Residence will be built is tucked 
away in a residential neighborhood, 
and bordered by trees, a church 
and soccer fields. In addition to the 
beautiful campus and peaceful en-
vironment that Methodist Hospice 
Residence will offer, one of the key 
features patients and families are 
sure to appreciate is its convenient 
location.

“You can’t beat this location, 
“says Wills. “Even though the 
Hospice Residence will be built 
in a quiet neighborhood, the site 
is located in the heart of East 
Memphis and is easily accessible 
from any part of Memphis and the 
surrounding communities. I don’t 

think the importance of accessibility for patients and families can be emphasized enough. Knowing you can be by 
your loved one’s side in a relatively short amount of time is paramount, especially in a hospice situation. “

Walter Wills is a sixth generation Memphian. His great great great-grandfather purchased the land on which 
Methodist Hospice Residence will be located. “The land was purchased in 1843 from a seller in North Carolina and 
it cost pennies an acre,” says Wills. “He built a one-room cabin on the property and he and his family lived in it while 
building a larger two-story home. I think it’s fitting that this property was first purchased for a family’s home and now 
it will be used to provide a home for many, many families.”

H O S P I C E  C A R E

“The Hospice Residence will make it possible for us to 
provide a place where patients can embrace life to the 
fullest and have the dignity they deserve during their 
final stage of life” 
— Sally Aldrich, administrator and chief nursing officer of Methodist 

Hospice and Palliative Services

Amazing things are 
happening here

Dear Friends and Supporters,

There seems to be a lot of negative 
noise around us these days. Every 
day brings another story of financial 
meltdown and uncertainty. The air 
is so cluttered and emotions are so 
high that it is hard to be thankful for 
the many things that may be good in 
our lives – like health and family.

That is, until something happens 
that taps you on the shoulder and 
says, “excuse me, this is really 
big,” or “this matters more than 
you know.” Those events happen 
each and every day at Methodist 
Le Bonheur Healthcare—a big 
healthcare system whose mission is 
to provide outstanding care to each 
and every patient, not only within the 
walls of our hospital but also beyond 
the walls–throughout our community.

I’d like to share two recent stories 
with you.

Several weeks ago a friend called 
one night, desperately seeking 
care for a friend in East Tennessee 
who was in critical need of a liver 
transplant. The friend didn’t have 
insurance and she didn’t know where 
to start. Thankfully, I was able to help. 
I contacted the administrator of the 
transplant institute who immediately 
responded to her and the family. 
By the time I came to work the next 
morning, her gravely ill friend was on 
his way to the Methodist University 
Hospital Transplant Institute. 
Although he received immediate care, 
his condition was too grave and they 
were unable to save him.

And earlier this week, we kicked off 
an internal effort to raise funds from 
Associates for fellow Associates in 
times of need. This year’s theme is 
“Give from the heart.” I watched a 
video of a young wife recounting the 
story of her husband’s struggle with 
lymphoma. Thanks to the caring and 
sharing of co-workers, the couple 
has received financial and personal 
support for over a year that has 
covered their house payments and 
insurance premiums. Our Associates 
truly give from the bottom of their 
hearts for their fellow staff members 
and their families.

I am enormously proud to be one 
of the 10,000 Associates at Methodist 
Le Bonheur Healthcare. Wherever 
I go, I hear of the compassionate 
care provided to every patient within 
the walls of our hospital as well as 
to those within our congregational 
health network. Our physicians, 
nurses and staff know that one of 
the few constants amid the noise out 
there is that people seek and deserve 
the best healthcare possible in times 
of their greatest need.

Thank you for your generous 
support and for all that you do for 
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare. 
Your donations help us fulfill our 
mission to provide exceptional 
healthcare to all who need it.

Sincerely,

Paula Jacobson
President
Methodist Healthcare Foundation
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NASA engineer journeys to Methodist for life-saving liver transplant

t R A n S P l A n t  I n S t I t u t E

Scott Hull, a NASA engineer
 who analyzes orbital debris 

and helps design satellite mis-
sions, marvels at all he has learned 
throughout his struggle to beat a 
rare liver disease, primary scleros-
ing cholangitis (PSC). Currently 
there are no known causes for the 

condition that 
results in a 
hardening of 
the liver due to 
the narrowing 
of bile ducts. 
Symptoms 
gradually wors-
en; however 
they can be 
managed for 
years before, 
in many cases, 
a patient’s liver 
fi nally fails. The 
only cure is a 
liver transplant.

Hull of Columbia, Md. was diag-
nosed with PSC in 2002 and came 
to Methodist University Hospital’s 
Transplant Institute in the spring of 
2008 to receive a new liver.

“Scott was very sick when he 
came to us,” said James Eason, 
M.D., medical director of the 
Methodist University Hospital 
Transplant Institute. 
“We have an out-
standing team of 
experts in our trans-
plant unit who worked 
diligently to fi nd Scott 
a liver and perform the 
life-saving surgery he 
needed.”

The Transplant 
Institute at Methodist 
University Hospital 
was the fi rst transplant 
program to respond 
positively to the chal-
lenge Hull presented. 
Hull’s Model for End-
of-life Liver Disease or 
MELD score, which is 
used for assessing the 
severity of chronic liver 
disease, was extremely 
high.

“Scott’s case was very challeng-
ing,” said Dr. Eason. “We have a 
reputation of performing successful 

transplants in patients other facilities 
may not attempt.”

Hull said his battle with PSC has 

taught him lessons he might have 
otherwise never learned. “It’s easy to 
get wrapped up in the small things 

in life,” said Hull. “Knowing that I was 
facing a life threatening illness al-

lowed me to put things 
in perspective.”

Hull and his wife 
found the care they 
received at the 
Transplant Institute to 
be exceptional.

“Everything was 
top-notch,” said 
Hull. “I’m grateful to 
have my life back.”

Hull is now back 
home in Maryland with his wife and 
two daughters. He continues to 
work for NASA from home.

James Eason, 
M.D., medical 
director, Methodist 
University Hospital 
Transplant 
Institute

“Everything 
was top-notch. 
I’m grateful to 
have my 
life back.” 
— Scott Hull

Liver transplant recipient Scott Hull with his wife, Margaret.

Witness an eye-opening event in brain surgery 
Be a part of history in the 

 making by watching 
Methodist University Hospital 
become the fi rst in the Mid-South 
to webcast an Awake Craniotomy 
on Tuesday, April 21.

An awake craniotomy is neces-
sary when a tumor is present in a 
portion of the brain that controls a 
critical function such as speech, 
sensation or 
motor movement. 
(In June 2008, 
Massachusetts 
Senator Edward 
Kennedy under-
went a highly 
publicized awake 
craniotomy at 
Duke University Hospital.) The 
procedure lasts approximately 
four hours. The patient is under 
full sedation until 
the neurosurgeon 
reaches the brain. 
At this time, the 
patient is brought 
to consciousness 
to communicate 
with the neurosur-
geon to ensure no 
critical structures 
controlling speech 
or movement are 
affected. The patient 
is asked to speak 
and to move his 
or her fi ngers so 
the neurosurgeon 
knows which areas 
of the brain not 
to disturb. While 
the tumor is being 
removed, patients 
do not feel any pain 
because the brain is 
not a pain-sensitive 
structure.

An awake cra-
niotomy requires 
less anesthesia; 
therefore patients recover much 
more quickly than from other types 
of brain surgery. In fact, patients 

typically return home in three to 
four days.

In this particular webcast, the 
patient, a 42-year-old mother, was 
able to talk to her family immediately 
after the procedure while she was 
still in the operating room.

The Webcast can be viewed 
at www.methodisthealth.org/
AwakeBrainSurgery at 4 p.m., and 

features neuro-
surgeons Allen 
K. Sills, Jr., M.D., 
medical director, 
MUH Neuroscience 
Institute, L. Madison 
Michael, M.D., 
medical direc-
tor of Research, 

Education and Skull Base Surgery, 
MUH Neuroscience Institute, and 
Wayne Hamm, C.R.N.A.

Questions about the procedure 
can be answered live via e-mail from 
4- 5 pm (CST). After this time, the 
Webcast will be archived and avail-
able for viewing by visiting method-
isthealth.org and clicking “Surgical 
Webcasts.”

Participating Physicians

Dr. Allen K. Sills, Jr., M.D.
Neuroscience Institute 
Medical Director
A nationally recognized neurosur-
geon with the Semmes-Murphey 
Neurologic & Spine Institute, Dr. 
Sills is an Associate Professor in 
the Department of Neurosurgery at 
the University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center in Memphis. Dr. Sills 
has authored more than 60 publica-
tions regarding his research and has 

participated in numerous clinical tri-
als. He obtained his medical degree 
from Johns Hopkins University, 
where he completed a fellowship in 
brain tumors. Dr. Sills is certifi ed by 
the American Board of Neurological 
Surgery, specializing in brain tumors, 
cerebrovascular disease, Gamma 
Knife radiosurgery and sports 
neurosurgery.

L. Madison Michael, M.D.
Neuroscience Institute 
Medical Director of Research, 
Education and Skull Base Surgery
A surgeon with the Semmes-
Murphey Neurologic & Spine 
Institute, Dr. Michael is an Assistant 
Professor of Neurosurgery at the 
University of Tennessee Health 
Science Center in Memphis. He 
obtained his medical degree from 

the University of Tennessee 
Medical School, followed by 
a twelve-month international 
fellowship in both skull base 
neurosurgery and complex 
spine surgery in Bristol, 
England. Dr. Michael’s special 
areas of interest are skull 
base neurosurgery, pituitary 
surgery, acoustic neuromas, 
brain tumor surgery and 
complex spine surgery.

Wayne Hamm, CRNA
Wayne Hamm, a CRNA with 
the Medical Anesthesia Group, 
has more than 30 years of 
experience in neurosurgical 
and neuro-otological proce-
dures. He graduated from the 
University of Tennessee with 
a master’s degree in Nursing 
with an emphasis in Medical-
Surgical Nursing. He received 
his diploma in Anesthesiology 
from Duke University Medical 
Center, where he was award-
ed the Sarah Dent Award for 
Outstanding Achievement.

Innovative surgeons and 
generous donors make 
Methodist University 
Hospital Neuroscience 
Institute a leader in 
surgical technology

Neurosurgery resident, Jay Weimar, M.D., 
(left) and Allen K. Sills, Jr., M.D., perform 
an awake craniotomy.
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Where he’s from: Tom was born in 
Memphis (Methodist Hospital, no less!), 

graduated from White Station High 
School in 1967 and studied 

Modern European History 
with a minor in religion at 
Rhodes College. With 
the exception of the 
time he spent studying 
law at University of 
Tennessee at Knoxville, 
he’s lived his whole life 
in Memphis.

Who he is: He practices 
with the Hardison Law 

Firm, primarily represent-
ing physicians, hospitals and 

healthcare systems. He’s also 
president of Laurelwood Shopping Center 
Inc. He’s 60 years old, married to Ellen 
Prewiit and has two grown sons, the 
youngest who lives in Memphis and the 
eldest living in New Orleans, where he is 
an award-winning chef.

Methodist connection: He’s served 
on the Methodist Healthcare Foundation 
Board of Directors for four years and has 
chaired the board for two years.
And why Methodist?: “Besides the fact 
that I was born there, without a doubt 
it’s the fact that Methodist is a first and 
foremost a religious institution that is 
practicing compassion and integrity in 
delivering health care and making them 
available to the community. Healthcare 
has always been to me a critical part of a 
community.”
Passionate cause: He’s an ardent 
supporter of Methodist Healthcare’s quest 
to build a residential hospice facility. He 
doesn’t have a personal story related to 
the need for hospice. “But I saw how criti-
cal a hospice facility is to a comprehen-
sive healthcare system in any city. In the 
metropolitan Memphis area there was not 
a system available. The closest ones are 
in Tupelo and Little Rock. For a Memphis 

family with a dying family member who 
can no longer be cared for in the home, 
this can be a real hardship. It makes no 
sense.”
Methodist from start to finish: He was 
born at Methodist and he says that when 
the time comes and if there’s a need, 
that his last days might be spent in the 
residential hospice. “I hope to come full 
circle.”
Spreading the word: “What never really 
gets represented about Methodist is that 
it will sacrifice its own corporate interests 
for the good of patients. It funds services 
that may not make financial sense but are 
beneficial for the community, especially of 
benefit for the poor. That’s the Christian 
commitment that is the heart and soul 
of Methodist Healthcare. That’s what 
separates Methodist from all the other 
healthcare systems.”

Tom Prewiit

Embracing the Miracle

1211 Union Avenue, Suite 450
Memphis, TN 38104
901-516-0500
901-516-0514 fax
www.methodisthealth.org
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Our Mission: To serve as an instrument 
to assist, advance and strengthen 
Methodist Healthcare in the ministry 
of healing; in its community healthcare 
services; in its provision of educational 
excellence for students in various 
health fields; and its related health and 
humanitarian endeavors.

M E t H O d I S t  H E A l t H C A R E  F O u n d A t I O n

John A. Bobango
Partner, Farris Mathews Branan  
Bobango & Hellen, PLC

L. Kirkpatrick Bobo
President, Hnedak Bobo Group, Inc.

Thomas M. Carr, M.D.
Medical Director, 
Emergency Department
Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare

B. Lane Carrick
CEO, Sovereign Wealth Management
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