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Le Bonheur literally 
means “happiness.”

Located in the heart of Memphis’ medical district, 

Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center is a comprehensive, 

not-for-profit regional medical center that serves a 

five-state area and beyond. We treat more than 130,000 

children each year with services that include 45 medical 

and surgical subspecialities and a staff of more than 

650 pediatricians, pediatric specialists and subspecialists. 
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L
e Bonheur literally means “happiness.”  But for so many children 

and their families, it’s also a place of hope and healing, care 

and compassion. 

Doing what’s best for children of the Mid-South and beyond 

guides everything we do. Our commitment to children is reflected 

through providing exceptional clinical care, finding new scientific 

discoveries and training future caregivers. 

Our beginnings are humble. More than 80 years ago, a group 

of women began a sewing circle to make clothing for Memphis’ 

orphans, and eventually provided transportation to those orphans’ 

doctors appointments. When a group of local 

physicians dreamed of a hospital dedicated to 

children, they looked to these women to help.

And help they did.

Today, Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center 

is a leader in pediatric clinical care and research,

and is the region’s premier teaching hospital for 

future pediatricians, pediatric surgical specialists 

and clinicians. Our partnerships with the 

University of Tennessee Health Science Center 

and St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital have 

helped build a strong reputation for both 

teaching and discovery. 

We have a lot to celebrate. In the lab, our investigators are leading 

the global effort to find treatments for RSV, the most common cause 

of bronchiolitis and pneumonia among infants younger than 1.

Our Neuroscience Institute has become a national leader in 

treating children with brain tumors, epilepsy and sleep disorders. 

Outside of our walls, we’re building healthy families with community 

outreach programs that target neighborhoods with high rates of 

diabetes, asthma and obesity.                

Our commitment to children began with our founders – and is 

woven through everything we do. 
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The team of on-staff physicians includes 115 board-certified pediatric 

subspecialists – in areas ranging from orthopedics to cardiology. Those 

physicians are complemented with hundreds of Le Bonheur nurses, many 

of whom are board certified in the field of pediatrics and subspecialties 

like critical care, neonatology and surgery. 

Their expertise runs the gamut. And so does Le Bonheur’s ability to 

care for our community’s sickest children. 

Le Bonheur serves as the only designated pediatric trauma center in 

our region. Accidental injury, the leading killer of children older than 1, is 

a critically important problem in our community. 

The hospital has specialized critical care with dedicated Pediatric, 

Neonatal and Cardiovascular Intensive Care units to provide state-of-the-

art specialized critical care for these and other children.

Le Bonheur’s 15-bed Neonatal Intensive Care Unit is ranked at a 

Level IIIC and provides care for neonates using the hospital’s surgery 

capabilities, multiple subspecialists and the presence of extracorporeal 

membrane oxygenation (ECMO) on site.  

The hospital’s Pediatric Intensive Care Unit provided lifesaving care 

to more than 1,600 children in 2007. The unit is staffed by pediatric 

critical-care, fellowship-trained intensivists who can call 

on a team of dedicated pediatric surgical specialists.

The PICU is also home to the hospital’s 

Transitional Care Unit, the first of its kind in 

Tennessee. The unit provides specialized care to 

children who are technology-dependent, while 

teaching families how to care for their children.

Le Bonheur is 
a haven for healing.

When Le Bonheur Children’s Medical Center opened in 1952, its 

No. 1 challenge was polio, a dreaded childhood disease that caused 

paralysis and death.

Before that decade was over, a polio vaccine was created and the 

threat of the fatal disease was nearly eliminated. Today, polio isn’t 

on the minds of parents – but a new set of illnesses are. 

Le Bonheur is still finding ways to save children. 

Will Parnell might have been the biggest baby in Le Bonheur’s 

Neonatal Intensive Care Unit, but he still needed the expertise of 

the doctors who care for the smallest infants. 

Born with a bowel obstruction, Will eventually would need three 

surgeries, two blood transfusions and top neonatologists looking out for him. 

Dr. Marilyn Robinson was leading the team that helped little Will get through 

his first Christmas. 

Today, he is eating peas from his high chair and calling for more Cheerios. 

Marilyn Robinson, MD  and Will Parnell



help young mothers and fathers as they respond to the challenges of teen par-

enthood, mothers who 

are in stressful situations or fathers who are trying to develop healthy 

relationships with their children. 

Le Bonheur caregivers also reach more than 150,000 children each year 

through the Healthy Schools program, 

which touches 

190 schools 

in Memphis 

and West 

Tennessee.

There, 

case managers 

target students 

and families 

who need edu-

cation and support for diabetes and asthma – two growing pediatric health 

issues. 

In addition, students and school staff members in West Tennessee schools 

are walking each day as part of their efforts to decrease obesity. 

The Fit Schools program is aimed at promoting good nutrition and 

increased physical activity among 

students, parents and staff at the schools. 

Our Mobile Health Units also visit schools to teach students about 

healthy lifestyles and support local primary-care physicians by providing ser-

vices at schools, health fairs and civic events. 

Le Bonheur’s Child Assessment 

Program is tackling violence against 

children in our community. Formed in 

October 2006, the project evaluates 

children entering the hospital who are 

possible victims of abuse. 

The program is led by Susan 

Steppe, Tennessee’s former director of 

Child Protective Services. She is part 

of a team of caregivers that includes 

Medical Director Karen Lakin – a physi-

cian specially trained to identify signs 

of abuse. The team works to respond 

to abuse and neglect with assessment, 

intervention and prevention. 

The Child Assessment Program is 

just one of a handful of 

programs under Le Bonheur’s Center 

for Children and Parents. The umbrella 

program provides services to children 

and families at risk for physical, psy-

chological or developmental problems 

resulting from all sorts of family crisis 

situations. 

Its programs include those that 
www.lebonheur.org



Le Bonheur Children’s will open a new $327-million hospital in the summer of 2010. 
The 610,000-square-foot, 12-story hospital will double Le Bonheur’s current space for patient care, 

research and teaching. 
The new Le Bonheur will have 225 beds, including dedicated units for pediatric, cardiovascular 

and neonatal intensive care. It will also feature a 14-room surgical suite, a two-room cardiac 
catheterization laboratory, interventional radiology suite and an endoscopy suite. 

Designed around the needs of patients and families, the new hospital will feature a mini-movie 
theater, private patient rooms designed to accommodate two parents and a parent stay unit for family 
members who want to stay close to their children in critical care.

The FedExFamilyHouse will also be built to provide housing for families of patients who travel long distances for extended stays at Le Bonheur. 
The existing hospital will be remodeled to provide space for education, research and parking. 
For more information about the new hospital, visit www.lebonheur.org/growingup.


