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Laboratory Protocol for Point of Care Testing 
Performed by Nursing Students 

 
 
 

1. Only licensed associates can report Point of Care (POC) test results.  This is 

accomplished by operator identification, training, and a complete competency check-off 

performed yearly. 

2. Student nurses will be assigned to a faculty member or nurse preceptor who has met all of 

the criteria noted in statement #1. 

3. Student nurse, under strict observation of the faculty member or nurse preceptor, will 

perform the bedside testing. 

4. No student identification number will be placed in the testing database to perform 

bedside glucose testing.  Therefore, no student will report any bedside blood glucose test 

results. 

5. Student nurses must have a competency check-off sheet on file with their college or 

school.  This check-off sheet must be maintained and readily available if such 

documentation is required by state or other credentialing agencies. 

6. Each faculty member responsible for student nurses must have a valid competency on file 

with the POC office at each facility where the students will be rotating.  This competency 

must be renewed yearly in order to remain in the testing database. 
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7. Nursing faculty and nurse preceptors will be the responsible parties for patient test 

results.  Operator IDs cannot be shared or given to the student for the purpose of 

performing bedside blood glucose testing independently.   

Infractions will result in the offending party being removed from the testing database and 

the individual will not be allowed to perform bedside blood glucose testing in any of the 

Methodist Le Bonheur Healthcare facilities. 

8. Pediatric faculty will be trained utilizing the parameters for blood glucose reporting in the 

pediatric setting.  The Le Bonheur POC office will activate the faculty member’s last six 

digits of his/ her social security number for use in the Accudata machine.  Once 

completed, the nursing faculty responsible for student nurses will be placed in the testing 

database.  These trained faculty members will then have access to the competency check-

off sheets to be used for student nurses.  These sheets must be maintained in a central 

location that is easily accessible and available to any credentialing agency requesting 

such items. 

9. This protocol addresses bedside blood glucose testing only. 

10. Any questions or concerns can be addressed to the POC coordinators at each facility. 


