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Grant Review Committee 
Funding priorities and processes for investigators 

 
The Grant Review Committee (GRC) of the Methodist Healthcare Foundation (MHF) 
biannually assesses proposals, in the format provided as part of its grant application 
packet, for funding.  Projects that are ultimately funded are those that answer key 
questions best.  Additionally, funded projects include those that fit current grant making 
priorities of Methodist Healthcare. 
 
Grant application process 
 

A. Eligibility criteria 
To be eligible for the grant, the applicant must: 
♦ Focus on clinical research or health outcomes related to the mission, 

goals and strategic plan of MH 
♦ Be a member of the MH medical staff or Associate in good standing 

with MH 
♦ Have received appropriate administrative or Institutional Review 

Board approval, if applicable. 
 
B. Grant making priorities 

The GRC funds projects of many types, including research.  The GRC will 
give priority to projects that fit the mission and goals of MH. The grant 
award program provides support to groups and individuals that 
complement the work conducted in areas of most interest to MH, 
specifically: 
♦ Neuroscience 
♦ Transplantation 
♦ Cancer 
♦ Patient safety 
♦ Quality of care 
♦ Nursing excellence and education 

 
Due to the high level of competition for philanthropic resources, some 
types of projects are not supported as a matter of general policy. The 
following is a list of activities that are not supported by this grant review 
process of the Foundation: 
♦ Basic science 
♦ Ongoing general operating expenses or existing deficits 
♦ Indirect costs 
♦ Political contributions 
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♦ Projects in conflict with the mission statement of MH 
♦ Projects in conflict with the social principle of the United Methodist 

Church 
 

 
Additionally, the GRC rarely awards grants for: 
♦ Conferences or symposia (unless they are clearly related to the 

Foundation's goals and priorities).  
♦ Publications or media projects except those that grow out of one of our 

grant programs.  
 

C. Funding  
While there is no preset limit for funding, grants are typically awarded for 
$25,000 or less. Funds may be expended over a one-year period of time. 
Funding is generally not available for renewal grants. 
 
Investigator salaries will be considered as a budget item if the investigator 
is a “new investigator.”  The investigator should be prepared to answer the 
following questions:  “What is your role in the study” and “Who is going to 
do your work while you take on the tasks paid for by this grant?”  Fringe 
benefits will not be considered and should not be added as part of the 
salary. 
 
The GRC will consider travel expenses (including print materials) to 
present research results; however, separate Foundation administrative 
approval will be obtained prior to travel arrangements.  This approval will 
be based on documentation of presentation acceptance at the meeting. 

 
Each year the Foundation funds a portion of proposals submitted. Even 
though a proposal may fit our goals and interest areas, many excellent 
projects are not funded simply because of the volume of proposals 
received. And, because of the volume of applications, the GRC typically 
does not provide individual critiques of proposals. 

 
D. Intellectual property 

If patents, copyrights or intellectual property rights are secured from work 
sponsored by the grant award, MHF must receive a share of any income 
that results.   

 
E. Publications 

Any publication resulting from MHF supported research must 
prominently mention MHF in the acknowledgments.  Several reprints 
should be sent to the MHF. 
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F. Reporting 
Grantees will be required biannually to furnish the GRC with a detailed 
written report on the use and progress of the grant in accordance with 
GRC reporting timeframes. 

 
G. Project submission deadline 

Proposals can be submitted at any time of the year; however the GRC 
reviews protocols biannually with the first day of April and November 
serving as deadlines for project submission. Projects must be submitted on 
MHF grant proposal forms and contain all of the information requested.  
Details on what proposals should include can be found on the 
Foundation’s web site: www.methodisthealth.org or by contacting the 
MHF office.  
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